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Melksham Town Council 
 

Minutes of the King George V Sub-Committee meeting held 
on Tuesday 17th December 2019 

 
 

PRESENT: Councillor A Westbrook (Chair) 
Councillor T Watts (Vice Chair) 
Councillor H Illman (Deputy Town Mayor) 
Councillor C Jeffries 
Councillor G Mitcham 
Councillor T Welch (as a substitute) 
 

 
OFFICERS: Patsy Clover Assistant to the Town Clerk 
 Debbie Bentley Community Engagement Officer 

 
PUBLIC PARTICIPATION: 0 members of the public were present. 

 
 

45/19   Apologies 
 
Apologies were received from Councillor Iles and Councillor Brown, who was 
substituted by Councillor Welch. 
 

46/19   Declarations of Interest 
 
There were no Declarations of Interest. 
 

47/19   Minutes 
 
The minutes of the meeting held on 19th November, having previously been 
circulated, were signed as a correct record by the Chair, Councillor Westbrook.  
 

48/19   Pathway Tender 
 
Following on from the previous meeting the Town Clerk confirmed that the 
Internal Auditors were content that the tender process had been followed in 
obtaining quotations for the Pathway.  
 
It was proposed by Councilor Westbrook, Seconded by Councilor Illman and  
 
UNANIMOUSLY RESOVLED  
to appoint Contractor A to complete the pathways at a cost of £62,078.46. 
Officers to liaise with key stakeholders regarding any potential disruption during 
the works.  
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49/19   Play Area Tenders 
 
Current specification proposal for tender is £100K for both play areas A (adjacent 
to the Skate park) & C (adjacent to the Splashpad) with a suggested 40/60 split. 
 
Area A is achievable with the allocated budget contain elements requested by 
members.  
 
Area C is a significant area of 1200m2 and when looking at fencing and grass 
matting alone for this area, it would take 50% of the budget which does not leave 
sufficient funding to create a ‘destination’ play area. Elements of wet pour or an 
accessible surfacing will need to be considered in budget if council is to achieve a 
year round play area to be used by all abilities.  
 
Members requested that the tender specification should include the fencing to 
be 1.2m bow top fencing in green to match that of the Splashpad. Also that the 
tender include the movement of the items recently purchased to replace the old 
paddling pool.  
 
Match funding for the play areas is being sought which would increase the 
budget available to create the play areas. The outcome of the application would 
be known by the time the contractors were appointed.  
 
The current proposed timescales for tender are as follows, but may be subject to 
change. The tender document for the play areas will be written in January and go 
onto Contract Finder with tenders due to be received by the beginning of March. 
Depending on the length of the tender process and the lead times for ordering 
equipment the build would likely to be happening in April/May 2020 for Area C.  
With Area A being dependent on securing sufficient external funding.  
 
It was proposed by Councilor Westbrook, seconded by Councilor Mitcham and  
 
UNANIMOUSLY RESOLVED  
to delegate authority to the Town Clerk to design the tender specification in the 
best way to encourage creativity from those tendering within a budget for area C 
of up to £100K.  
 

50/19   Clackers Brook 
 
Notes from a meeting between MTC officers, Councilor Westbrook and Wiltshire 
Council were circulated. (Appended to the minutes) 
 
Members were advised that  there would be no option to install an informal 
sports area into the Clackers Brook Flood Zone and so this would not be a 
feasible option to pursue.  
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An alternative could be to create an extended off lead dog walking area, forest 
school area and nature area.  
 
Members were advised that the current artificial surfaces will need to be fully 
removed. This is likely to be an expensive exercise and some sources of potential 
funding will be sought.  
 
Members noted the information in the report.  
 
 

51/19   Cafe 
 
It was discussed that the name of the café had previously been agreed with the 
former leaseholders to be the Cricketers Café. It was decided to refer to the café 
by this name moving forward.   
 
The process of obtaining planning permission to change the use of the pavilion 
was explained it will need to go through to Wiltshire Council for approval and 
then needs approval from Fields In Trust. Officers are currently working on the 
planning application and will present a report to members with the proposed 
mixed use of the space for agreement before the application is submitted.  
 
A full report regarding the operational method is still to be produced by the 
Facilities Manager and aims to include information on best practice from other 
councils who have done similar projects. Members provided a steer that for 2020 
the café would operate on a similar basis to 2019.  
 
 

52/19   Funding Update 
 
Following feedback from a funder the Town Council have been asked to look at 
revenue expenditure for the park based on increasing usage and engaging the 
community.  
 
A draft calendar was put together by Officers and Councillor Westbrook based on 
a park that had received similar funding. Suggested activities were explained and 
costs briefly discussed. Suggested activities included some Detached Youth Work 
following the Skate Park extension.  
 
It was noted that officer time to coordinate proposed events in early 2020 may 
be limited and that Peter Dunford, Community Engagement Officer at Wiltshire 
Council may be able to assist along with Councilors and volunteers. 
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It was proposed by Councillor Westbrook, seconded by Councillor Watts and  
 
UNANIMOUSLY RESOLVED  

to approve the suggested calendar of activities and for officers to look 
into funding arrangements, identify suitable match funding to secure 
revenue funding for KGV.  

 
 

53/19   Services 
 
Officers confirmed that the new electricity supply would be installed at King 
George V Playing Fields between the 8-10th January 2020.  
 
Ducting to extend the supply to distribution points is included in the Pathway 
groundworks. This includes 3 ducting routes adjacent to the path and a number 
of wells for distribution points. One run of ducting will be used for the services 
for events, one is for any future lighting and the other is being put in as part of 
plans to consider future needs and has not yet been allocated.  
 
MEA are currently looking into the remaining electrical works which will include 
the distribution boxes and connection. The supply of the distribution boxes are 
specialist and the number of suppliers may be limited. A formal tender process 
may be needed due to the overall costs of the remaining electrical work. At 
present it is expected that these will be functional for summer events.  
 
Officers noted that it may be possible to investigate options of renewable energy 
within KGV such as ground source heat pumps and harnessing energy from the 
river. Councilor Westbrook confirmed elements of this are contained in the plans 
of Wilts & Berks Canal Trust and Officers may be able to find out more from 
them. Councilor Watts suggested this may be something that the Environmental 
Working Group would be best placed to look at as part of a wider scheme.  
 
 
 

Meeting Closed at: 8.20 pm 
 

Signed:    Dated: 

 



5th December 2019 

Meeting with WC Drainage & MTC re: KGV Clackers Brook 

 

Purpose of the meeting:  

To consider the proposed Masterplan for the area in conjunction with the flood risk and identify 

what works may be possible.  

This would be to accommodate area B: Informal Sports and Area E Nature Area.   

 

 

 

Advice given was:  

- Not to change the topography (ground raising) as this will impact the flood area and will not 

get EA approval. (Environment Agency). As such no ground works would be possible to any 

of this area.   

- To remove anything non-porous (hardstanding) to improve the flood water drainage i.e. 

existing play area surfaces.  

- If putting in benches etc, use only permeable surfaces such as grass matting to ensure water 

can drain.  Using SuDS type approved materials   

- Planting will improve drainage and would be fully supported and encouraged. However, we 

will need to check utilities within the area due to root ingress   
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- If adding trees these need to be sterile varieties (non-fruiting) from a reputable source. This 

would include varieties such as Willow and Birch.  

- Fencing off an area would be possible and could be used to create a ‘dog zone’  

- If clearing within 8meters of the riverbank consent may be required from the EA/Wiltshire 

Council.  

- It may be possible to secure funding and working in partnership with other groups can be 

beneficial. Wessex Water/Waitrose/BART (Bristol Avon Rivers Trust)/WWT (Wiltshire 

Wildlife Trust) were all mentioned as possible avenues to explore.  

- WC ecologist would be able to offer further advice on the specific work to be done to clear 

the river area and make it more visible to visitors whilst protecting wildlife.  

 

Summary:  

The proposed informal sports area would not be feasible in its current location as no alteration can 

be made to the levels of the ground. An improved Dog Walking (off lead) area as suggested in 

consultation would be possible. The concept of a Forest School/wooded area and nature area are 

also feasible.  

The removal of the play equipment and surfacing would be costly but would be very beneficial to the 

drainage/biodiversity of the area and is recommended. Any proposals to cover the surfacing would 

not be possible as this would reduce the drainage and increase flooding.  

Partnership working and sources of funding should be explored.  
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